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This is a 4 week class taught to all the seniors at this high 
school.  It meets for one hour and forty five minutes 5 mornings 
a week.  It also includes a two day field trip to the San Francisco 
Bay Area.  To date I have taught this class for five years and it 
has been very well received by the students and faculty.  I am 
currently reviewing the curriculum and searching for ways to 
improve its clarity & the direction of its mission. 
The course is part of the aesthetics curriculum and as such has 
a lot of latitude in course content to be explored.  The students 
have previously had an art history class that includes 
architecture through the Gothic period.  They have also had 
many art classes which give them good drawing skills and 
courage to tackle projects. 
I frame the class around the question “What is the current state 
of architecture and what should it be in the future for the good of 
humankind?” The intention is to have each student develop a 
personal polemic towards cities and their buildings.   
Each day consists of a discussion of the previous night’s 
reading or homework and then a slide show dialogue with me 
introducing topics and engaging a Socratic method discussion 
with the students to elicit ideas.  They take notes and draw 
through the entire class meeting.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The essential premise for addressing our question is that we 
need to learn from the past and augment that look back with 
analytic tools and other ideas about making places for people.   
The first image I show the students is an aerial view of Siena 
and ask them to name the basic parts of the city; streets, 
buildings (both honorific and residential/commercial fabric), and 
open space including plazas and parks.  I am driving towards an 
understanding that each building makes a piece of the city and 
has a responsibility in shaping the public realm. 
 

What now follows is a listing of topics, cities and buildings 
covered. In order of their presentation 
Introduction to drawing with the Berol 314 pencil, all work is 
freehand with no erasers 
Zero setback party wall conditions compared to buildings set 
back from property lines and right of ways. 
Comparison of suburban and urban city form with relation to 
pedestrian friendly conditions. 
Drawing types explained, plan, section, elevation, 
perspective with in class exercise in drawing each type from 
slides. Learning to use light guidelines, how to poche, etc.  
Dicuss how to draw & diagram for essential information 
A tour through Adler & Sullivan’s Auditorium Building to 
illustrate the drawing types in action and the urban concepts 
at work in an individual work of architecture. 
History of Architecture Survey begins  
During the 1 3/4 hour class period other concepts and topics 
inserted in 30 minute segments. 
I am attempting to follow the three themes of urbanity, 
housing and honorific buildings. 
Dolmen, stone alignments of Carnac, Stonhenge, urban 
image of Catal Huyuk with courtyards 
Pyramids, & their use as a precedent, Louvre Glass Pyramid, 
worker housing at Kahun along with Kostov’s theories of 
early town formation 
Examples of non western housing  pueblo, igloo, African 
Awuna cluster housing 
 
Insert discussion of basic architectural forms; point, linear, 
planar, volumetric and the ordering principles of axis, 
symmetry, hierarchy, datum and how to analyze a building 
with these tools. Drawing exercise & homework. 
 
Continue history with the Greeks, Acropolis, Agora, Priene 
city form and the courtyard housing with south facing 
courtyards on both sides of street per Ralph Knowles 
 
Insert discussion of column, wood, stone, structural concept 
of moment resistance and beams.  We will follow columns 
forward through history up into the steel frame building 
 
Continue history with Romans and the column becoming a 
pilaster in Temples.  The Pantheon and concrete 
construction, discussion of Montreal City Hall using the 
Pantheon as precedent. 
 



Art Nouveau, Tassel House, Sagrada Familia, Cerda plan Casa 
milo, Mackintosh Glasgow school of Art and Arch. 
Modernism 
  Gropius 1911 Fagus Werks,  Mendelson 1917 Einstein Tower, 
Wright 1910 Unity Temple, Corbusier, 1929 Villa Savoye,  1925 
Rudolph Steiner 1924 Goetheanum Dornach, Rietveld 1924 
Schroeder House Ville Radieuse,  
 
Insert environmental design concepts, passive solar house, 
current sustainable concepts 
 
Wright 1943 Falling Water  circ 1960 Guggenheim  Mies Van Der 
Rohe 1958 Seagram Building  Le Corbusier  1955 Ronchamp  
Kahn circ 1963 Salk Institute, Freeways thru US cities, Stuyvesent 
Town, New York 
 
Insert  Construction process of type V 1 story building  including 
the role of the column which has been a structural theme from 
early on also the force diagram of a wood truss 
 
Post Modernism, Graves circ 1979 Portlandia Building,  Pompidou 
Center,  Venturi,s Mother’s House,  Need urban item here 
 
Liebskind  2003 Jewish Museum Berlin, Examples from Record 
House issues, New Urbanist project examples  transit oriented 
development 
 Insert  Rural Studio and socially conscious architecture 
 
The End 
See next page for the reading we do 
 
 

 
 The Romans and the basilica type as well as the Roman 
courtyard house, city plan of ancient Rome, Hagia Sophia 
discussed, need to add a city map and house type here from 
560 ad 
 
Medieval walled city of Budingen, German and the occidental 
urban house Schwabisch Hall; 4 story tall narrow, in walled 
city,  Romanesque church type, basilica again with cruciform 
plan type 
Gothic church, flying buttress, need to add house type and 
urban example here 
 
Insert discussion of Christopher Alexander’s Pattern Lan-
guage,  homework assignment to document same 
 
India,  Jaisalmer urban plan and multi story courtyard house,  
need to add a stupa here 
China,  15th century plan of Beijing, two courtyard house,  
need to add a temple here 
Teotihuacan Mexico, city plan, pyramid, need to add house 
type here 
Renaissance,  
Florence Duomo, Santa Maria Novella, Villa Rotunda,  Palma 
Nuova, need a house type here,  
Baroque, 
Boromini’s Oratorio, Pope Sixtus plan of Rome, Nolli Map of 
Rome, U.S. Ordinance of 1785 and the grid need to add a 
house type here 
 
Begin Industrial Revolution 
1779 Coalbrookedale Iron bridge,   
migration to city and poor living conditions 
Building types diversify, railroad bridges, rail stations,  facto-
ries,  
Bournmouth, England and picturesque City form, Paris Opera 
House, Crystal Palace, Galleria Vittorio Emmanuelle Milan,  
steel frame system,  Otis elevator, Monodnock building Chi-
cago, Haussman Paris, Riverside suburb Chicago, Ebenezer 
Howard  Letchworth,    
 
Insert Balloon Frame construction system 1830   load path of 
roof load to foundation,  curtain wall system, reinforced con-
crete,   
 
 



I created this anthology. We have assigned reading and discussion from it. 

Reader Table of Contents 

 Front Cover;  
One picture of people making music in a city.  It is a comfortable place outside. The other picture is inside a Japanese restaurant in 
San Francisco.  Both photos represent the force of life being supported by architecture in the city.  We must always remember that 
architecture is first and foremost about making places for people to feel alive.  These are from Christopher Alexander’s book The 
Phenomenon of Life. 
 Inside Front Cover; 
This aerial photo of an African village shows individual buildings creating a beautifully shaped urban space; the cultural beginnings of 
a city.  It demonstrates the power of people who are not trained architects in making meaningful places that support life.  This is from 
Bernard Rudofsky’s book Architecture Without Architects. 
 The following are excerpts from books.  They are chosen for their relevance to our exploration of this very diverse subject. 
 Pages 2-9 
The Timeless Way of Building  by Christopher Alexander.  This is intended to create some curiosity around the mysterious process of 
design.  Architecture attempts to get at the essence of the human experience in whatever type of building is being created.  
 Pages 10-20 
City Life  by Witold Rybczynski.  An introduction to the City, this is the macro scale, the stage on which architecture dances. 
 Pages 21-30 
Chambers for a Memory Place  by Donlyn Lyndon and Charles W. Moore. Moving to the other end of the scale, this is a discussion of 
rooms within buildings. 
                          
Pages 31-38 
Rural Studio   by Andrea Oppenheimer Dean and Timothy Hursley.  The social impulse of architecture; architects helping people in a 
direct way.  This is about a current program at an architecture school in the south. 
 Pages 39-53 
Why Buildings Stand Up  by Mario Salvadori.  This covers the basics of structural concepts and materials in buildings. 
 Pages 54 -64 
6,000 Years of Housing   by Norbert Schoenauer.  A description of early house types.  The beginnings of the impulse to make shel-
ter. 
 Pages 65-107 
Architecture Form Space & Order  by Frank Ching.  This is the single best source book on architecture.  These are selections about 
some basic concepts including ordering principals. 
  Pages 108- 119 
 The Timeless Way of Building  by Christopher Alexander. More from his book explaining “the Way” 
 Pages 120-131 
  The Death & Life of Great American Cities  by Jane Jacobs.  A seminal book from 1960 on how American Cities work from a hu-
man/social perspective. 
 
  

 


